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Lent and Easter 

approach ! 

In the beginningééé 
1909 - The origin of South Burnaby United 
Church was in Riverway East School, a one 
room school at the foot of Gilley at Marine Drive. 
The teacher, Miss Helena Crake, started a 
Methodist Sunday School under the umbrella of 
Queens Avenue Church In New Westminister. 
In 1910 regular church worship was started with 
a theological student, Mr. G.B. Ridland in 
charge. 
1912 ï A little church was built across Gilley 

Avenue using volunteer labour and a loan of 
$250 from the Home Mission Board of the 
Methodist Church. The new church was named 
Dundonald after a Mr Dundonald who was one 
of the trustees of the school. The First World 
War caused dispersion of families and the 
church was closed from 1918 to September 
1920. In 1925 with the union of the Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Congregationalist churches 
the Dundonald United Church was formed. 
There was no janitor for the church. The male 
members of the congregation undertook to fire 
the wood furnace and the ladies of the W.M.S. 
undertook to keep the church clean. Often it was 
too cold to practice, so the choir would go to the 
home of the leader. This always ended up in a 
social evening and lots of fun. 
1923 ï Mrs. Kerr, wife of the minister, organized 

the first Ladies Aid with seven members (3 - 
Methodist, 2 - Baptist, 1 - Anglican and  
1 ï Presbyterian). The Ladies Aid became the 
Womanôs Circle in 1927. The Womenôs 
Missionary Society (WMS) was active in 1928 

Spring is here 

and later joined the Womenôs Association to 
become the UCW (United Church Women) in 
1962. In 1975 there were seven UCW units. 
Their names were Fellowship, Friends and 
Neighbours (these two groups joined to become 
Harmony 1985) Gleaners, (disbanded in 1981) 
Hillside, Seekers, Southview and Willing 
Workers (disbanded in 1988). A small group 
called Tapestry formed in 1984 but disbanded in 
1989. 
1927 ï On June 29, 1927 the New Westminster 

Presbytery granted an application to sell the 
Dundonald church site and move the 
congregation to a more populated area. This 
resulted in the congregation moving to rented 
premises above stores at the corner of Portland 
St. and Buller Avenue for one year. 
1927 ï Church Receipts for 1927   $283.53 
  Receipts 1929   $527.45 expenses $1147.89 
  Receipts 1946 $1745.92 expenses $1666.33 
Sunday School enrolment:  
1909 - 19, 1929 - 181,  1955-1960 - 376 - 516, 
1961 - 819, 1967 - 400, 1971 - 316,1974 - 150, 
Church memberships not including adherents: 
1940 - 79, 1946 - 98, 1948 - 124, 1950 - 138, 
1961 - 425, 1967 - 432, 1971 - 487 
1928 ï In June the congregation started to build 

a new church to accommodate 200 people at a 
cost of $4000. Two lots at Curragh and Clinton 
were gifted by members of the congregation. A 
grant of $100 and a loan of $1000 from the 
Methodist Home Mission Board, and the 
proceeds from the sale of the Gilley church 
property helped finance the construction. Some 
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of the work was done by volunteers and the 
contractor, Mr Corker, agreed to take only $100 
of the $200 owing him and call it ñsquareò. The 
new Dundonald United Church was dedicated 
on October 01, 1928. The mortgage was 
ñburnedò at the Annual Meeting in January 
1940. (Church membership was 79) 
1948 ï As requested by Presbytery, the 
Dundonald congregation voted to move to a 
more central location. By October of that year, 
a deposit of $50.00 was made on two lots on 
Nelson Ave. at Sidley. The total cost being 
$35,000. The area the church was to serve was 
bounded by 2 blocks east of Gilley to Boundary 
Road and from Imperial to Marine Drive. The 
Nelson site was later abandoned because the 
street was not a on a bus route. The present 
site at Gray and Rumble was served by a bus 
so the building location was changed. After the 
decision was made the routes were changed 
and we were without local bus service until 
2005. 
       In the late forties and early fifties éé 

It was an age when men worked downtown and 
women met for fellowship at the church and 
then on to meet for coffee in one of the 
memberôs homes. In those days, houses often 
looked alike and people didnôt lock their doors. 
On one occasion this led to a wonderfully funny 
episode. Some twenty minutes after they had 
been sitting waiting for their Hostess to join 
them with sugar for the coffee, one of the 
women noticed that the fireplace and chimney 
was in a different place than on their last visit. 
She wondered out loud why their hostess had 
moved the fireplace to the other side of the 
room which was followed by a loud gasp of 
Weôre in the wrong house! They made it out 
as a police car rolled up. Fortunately the 
policeman was also the owner of the House! 
Unfortunately he knew none of them. The 
women in the lead yelled, 
        ñRun for it Girls ï heôs Catholic!ò 
1950 ï In the early 1950ôs Burnaby residents of 
the Boundary Road and Rumble area were in 
difficulties transporting their children to the 

Dundonald Church located at Curragh Ave. and 
Clinton Street. They agreed to open a Sunday 
School in their own area of ñSuncrestò at the 
request of Rev. Selder. Mrs. Mosier assisted 
Mrs. A. McKinnon to organize the two room 
church school just South of Rumble on Joffre 
Avenue.  
1951 ï With the post war boom of new 
residents in the whole south slope, the 
congregation grew rapidly. In 1951 at the 
suggestion of Presbytery Dundonald Church 
changed to South Burnaby United Church. 
1952 - An architect and contractors were 

retained to build at the corner of Rumble and 
Gray. We received help from two other sources 
a grant from St. Andrews Wesley United 
Church in Vancouver and a loan of $30,000 
through the Metropolitan Council of Churches in 
Vancouver. The building called the Christian 
Education Centre was dedicated on October 
18, 1953. It cost $42,000.   
South Burnaby United Church purchased a 
Craftsman style house at 2111 Jubilee 
(renumbered to 7092 Jubilee in 1960/61. It 
served as the manse until Rev. Russell 
Beairsto arrived and purchased his own home. 
The house was rented out from 1984 ï 1989 
and was sold May 1989. The building is still 
there. 
In the early 1950ôs the men of the church wore 
many hats, including Elders, Stewards, Choir, 
Building Committee and Sunday School 
Teachers. In 1953 they decided a little fun 
should be added to the work they did. A few 
gathered at the home of Sam Doan for a social 
evening. It was decided that a Menôs Fellowship 
would be formed and they would meet once a 
month. On March 08, 1954, the group became 
AOTS (As One That Serves) and Sam Doan 
was the first President. 
1955 ï A co-operative play school was 

established at SBUC. The first teacher was 
Mrs. Rhoda Darnbrough, who is still a member 
of this congregation. The South Burnaby Parent 
Participation Pre-school is still active in the hall. 
1958 ï At the Annual Meeting in January it was 
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moved that we needed a separate building to 
be used as a sanctuary able to hold 500 
people. It was decided to buy the property just 
north of the present building and move the 
Christian Education Centre to that site across 
the lane. The Board asked Metropolitan 
Council to set aside the payment on the 
existing loan so a larger church could be built. 
For nearly a year Worship Services and 
Sunday School were held in the Nelson 
Avenue School Auditorium.  
1959 ï the estimated total cost of the new 

building plus moving, turning and adding to the 
old structure was $170,000. A $165,000 loan 
was obtained from the Royal Bank. On July 5th 
of that year Mrs. J Parslow laid the corner-
stone and on October 11, 1959 the South 
Burnaby United Church at Rumble and Gray 
was dedicated. In 1977 we were able to pay off 
the mortgage. 
 

Happiness is a Moving Church 
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South Burnaby United Church  
100 th  Anniversary celebrations  
 

The plans are finalized!  

Current members of SBUC ï 

please be sure to invite your family to 
join us .  We are counting on you to 

spread the word to those in your family 

who used to attend SBUC and who now 
live elsewhere!!  

 

(Letters  of invitation are being sent to 

former members of the church, but when 
there are family members still attending 

SBUC, we hope that we can count on you 

to make sure that you invite your 

children, parents, siblings, etc.)  
 

March 21 (Sunday)  -   7:30 pm  

Anni versary Concert / Sing - along  

Favourite Hymns and Songs 
Throughout the Ages  -   

Entry by donation  

Fill out the request form found in the 
Sunday bulletin and leave the form in the 

West Narthex, or contact a member of 

the choir.  Your input is needed well in 

advance so that Harry and Beth can find 

the music you request!  
 

ñThe Anniversary Weekendò 
April 23 (Friday) to April 25, 2010 ï 

we welcome our current church 

family and those who have been part 
of the Dundonald and South Burnaby 

church family over the years é. 

 

April 23 (Friday) -  7: 0 0 pm  
(in the Sanctuary)  

An E vening with Rev. Dr. Lois Wilson  

Admission by donation ($5.00 min.)  

(See separate notice of this special 
event)  

 

ñRemembering Our Pastò 
April 24 (Saturday)   3:00 -  5:00 pm 

Church Hall  
Join us for dis plays of our church history, 

photos of past and present, and even an 

audio -visual presentation.  We welcome 

former members and friends to spend 
time together to reminisce.  All current 

members are encouraged to attend to 

welcome and celebrate.  

Light  refr eshments will be provided.  
 

Buffet Dinner  -  5:30 ï 6:30 pm 

Church Hall  

Tickets -  $15.00 for adults;  

children 6 - 12 -  $8.00;  
5 and under free  

 

Musical Celebration    7:00 ï 9:00 pm  

in the Sanctuary  
A showcase of many of the  talents  in our 

congregation;  our ba nd, the Rumblers; 

the C hoir; the M&M Singers; Abraham 

Tahuil; Don Hardy; and a puppet play . 
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Good Friday April 2nd - Walk of the Cross  
Come join friends from neighbouring churches, local politicians & community 
workers on Good Friday to walk with the cross through our neighbourhood. There 
will be several stops, including LôArche & West Burnaby for devotions & 
refreshment. Invite your friends, bring your dog. Meet here at South Burnaby at 
10:00. Come walk in faith & fellowship together 

April 25 ( Sunday )  ï 10:30 am  Worship Service in the Sanctuary  

Guest speaker  

The Very Rev. Dr. Lois Wilson  

 
The culmination of our anniversary celebrations!  

Light lu nch will follow in the Church Hall , with anniversary cake (of course!)  

 
 

Memorial Committee Report of 
Donors and Recipients to the SBUC Memorial Fund in 2009 

 
The Memorial Committee would like to acknowledge, with thanks those who chose to honour 
loved ones in 2009 through the S.B.U.C. Memorial Trust Fund. 
 
Donors were: Andrew Burge, Nancy and Keith McNeil, the AOTS, Bruce Van Luven, Lillian 
Peterson, Bill McEwan, Ray and Margaret Turner, Keith and Phyllis Stainton, Michael W. Ray, 
SBUC Choir, Janet Woron, John Van Mannen, Russel Beairsto, Jim Noble, Bill and Kay 
Cumming, the John Baird Family, the UCW Hillside Unit, Mary Bodnarek, Betty Priest, Spencer 
Peter, and Don Baillie. 
 
2009 Memorials were in the name of:  Betty Anderson, Harold Bromley, Rev. Murray Thompson, 
Douglas Hosgood, Gordon Malcolm, Gordon Powell, Eleanor Carniello, Donn and Margaret 
Wheeler, Past Choir Members, May Van Manen, Erma Beairsto, Bob Bagshaw, Jean Hole, Len 
Priest, Jay Kim and Allen and Anne Baillie. 
 
In addition other gifts were given through the Memorial Fund for the purchase of the 100 th 
Anniversary Sign, to the UCW for First United Sandwiches, for the Organ contract, for 
microphones, for the ñscrewdriverò fund raiser for the 100th Anniversary, for the New Cross on the 
Church Exterior, to the Christian Education Fund and for the new Christ Candle. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  Memorial Committee 
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Lois Wilson is a groundbreaker for women and for all 
Canadians, opening important doors so others could 
follow her lead and, like her, work to change the 
world.        Dr. Wilson  was the first woman President 
of the Canadian Council of Churches (1976 -1979), as 

well as the first woman to be Moderator of the United 
Church of Canada (1980 -1982), and the first Canadian 
to be the President of the World Council of Churches.  
She was bor n in Winnipeg, earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Manitoba in 1947, and 
has continued on a path of lifelong learning and 
achievement. The author of several books and many 

articles, Dr. Wilson has received numerous honourary 
degrees i n Divinity and Laws from universities and 
colleges across Canada and in the United States.  

Dr. Wilson was ordained a United Church minister in 
1965, and shared a team ministry with her husband, 
The Reverend Dr. Roy Wilson, for fifteen years. As 

President of both the Canadian (1980 -1982) and World 
Council of Churches (1983 -1990), Dr. Wilson engaged 
in extensive visits to churches in Asia, Latin America, 
India and Africa. She monitored elections in El 
Salvador and Mexico, and developed a profound 
knowledge o f the challenges facing the developing 
world. As a leading advocate of international human 

rights, Dr. Wilson proudly represented Canada on the 
world stage. She became actively involved in Amnesty 
International and with the Canadian Institute for 
Internati onal Peace and Security. In addition, Dr. 
Wilson served as Chair of the Board of the 
International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic 
Development.  
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In 1998, Lois Wilson was appointed to 
the Senate of Canada, where she served 
as an Independent member un til her 
retirement in 2002 at age 75. In the 
Senate, she led Government delegations 

to China and North Korea, served as 
Canada's Special Envoy to the Sudan, 
and founded the Senate Standing 
Committee on Human Rights.  

Dr. Wilson won the World Federalist 
Peace Prize and Canada's Pearson Peace 

Medal. Previously an Officer of the Order 
of Canada, she is one of the few 
Canadians to be promoted to the top 
rank of Companion.  

Based in Toronto, Dr. Wilson remains as 
active as ever. As well as being a Senior 
Fellow a t Massey College, University of 
Toronto, and Ecumenist in Residence at 
The Toronto School of Theology, Dr. 
Wilson is currently Chair of the Canada -
DPR Korea Association, which is 
committed to mutual understanding 
between Canadians and North Koreans. 
She is  also a member of the Public 

Review Board of the CAW and a Director 
of the Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association. Finally, Lois Wilson 
continues to serve as the Acting 
President of the World Federalist 
Movement.  

 

 

 

Friday, April 23 rd , 2010  
7: 00 pm  

South Burnaby United Church  
is pleased to present  

 

An Evening with  

The Very Rev.  

Dr. Lois Wilson  
 

Admission by donation ($5.00 minimum)  
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Submitting Articles for future Newsletters 
Articles may be submitted by dropping them off by hand at the SBUC office,   

Or Send by email   or    Fax. 604-430-3697  (by the deadline date in church bulletin) 

  Email to: yosh0147@telus.net (format: Word or Text) 

South Burnaby United Church   604-434-8323 
7591 Gray Avenue, Burnaby, B.C.  V5J 3Z4 

Ian Macdonald ï email address ï minister@sbuc.ca 
Barbara Tunnicliffe ï email address ï ministrystaff@sbuc.ca 

 Web address:   www.sbuc.ca  Office email:   office@sbuc.ca 
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